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SUB J : PRC VICE PREMIER'S VISIT TO INTERNATIONAL RICE 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

REF: A) MANILA 4537 B ) MANILA 3965 C) MANILA 4232 
D) MANILA 4382 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER DETAILS EMBASSY MANILA CAN 
PROVIDE ON PRC VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN'S VISIT TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE. DECLINING AGRICULTURAL 
GROWTH RATES ARE ONE OF CHINA'S MOST INTRACTABLE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS, AND AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH WAS HARD-HIT BY CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION POLICIES. LI'S VISIT TO THE INSTITUTE APPEARS TO BE 
ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE PRC'S CURRENT FRANK INTEREST IN 
PROFITING ALL IT CAN FROM FOREIGN RESEARCH. 
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